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Supply and Demand Committee  
Meeting Summary 

UPGA’s Supply and Demand Committee held its 
monthly meeting in Salt Lake City on November 15, 
2021, to review the current supply and demand 
outlook, and to adjust its Shipping Forecast for the 
2021-22 marketing season. Harvest is virtually 
complete in all US and Canadian growing areas. It 
was the first committee meeting since USDA 
released its November Crop Production Report. It is 
also the first time cooperative members have  

reported stocks on hand for the 2021 potato crop.     
Most growing areas have held back on adjustments 
to their shipping forecasts for now. The committee 
made some minor adjustments to this year’s 
Shipping Forecast based on new information since 
the October meeting. Estimated shipments during 
the marketing season for key growing areas, along 
with changes from the October forecast, are 
outlined below: 
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US fresh-potato shipments for the 2021-22 marketing 
year are forecast at 85.718 million cwt, 21,000 cwt 
more than the October forecast, and 4.061 million cwt 
short of 2020-21 marketing season shipments. The 
committee expects imports from Canada to reach 
6.600 million cwt for the 2021-22 marketing year.  

Idaho: The key element in the forecast is November 1 
stocks of fresh potatoes. Idaho packing sheds reported 
that they held 42.131 million cwt of potatoes on 
November 1, 37,000 cwt more than they held a year 
earlier. Packers have shipped 6.365 million cwt of 
potatoes from the 2021 crop by October 31, the slowest 
start to the Idaho shipping season since 2011. This 
year’s shipments are projected at 33.413 million cwt. 
Fresh potato shipments after October 31 have averaged 
70.7% of Idaho’s reported November 1 stocks during the 
past five years. That figure is not the packout rate due 
to the typical spillover of potatoes from the processing 
sector. The situation will be reversed this year with the 
shortfall in processing potato supplies. USDA estimates 
that Idaho growers harvested 314,500 acres with an 
average yield of 420 cwt per acre. If accurate, that 
would result in a 132.1 million cwt potato crop. UPGI 
counted approximately 313,000 acres in its annual 
acreage count. Based on extensive sampling, it 
estimates this year’s Idaho yield at 415 cwt per acre. 
The UPGI data put the state’s crop at 129.9 million cwt 
which would be the state’s smallest potato crop since 
2011. USDA’s data are based on a grower survey with 
limited participation.  

San Luis Valley: The Valley had 18.000 million cwt of 
potatoes in storage on November 1, exceeding year-
earlier holdings by 225,000 cwt, a 1.3% increase. That 
number is subject to change as a few large growing 
operations are yet to report. This year’s stocks are the 
largest reported by UPGC since 2014. Early season 
shipments totaled 2.160 million cwt, down 10.9% from 
last year’s record early season movement. There was no 
change in the outlook for shipments from the San Luis 
Valley. The 2021-crop fresh potato shipments are 
projected at 13.500 million cwt, 545,000 cwt below year
-earlier movement, a 4.1% reduction. USDA indicates 

that the state produced 405 cwt per acre this year, 
down from last year’s record 420 cwt per acre. USDA 
estimates that Colorado growers produced a 21.141 
million cwt potato crop in 2021.  

Columbia Basin: The Basin has shipped 2.074 million 
cwt of potatoes through October 31, down 19.6% from 
last year. October shipments fell 12.3% short of last 
year’s pace.  The forecast of crop-year shipments from 
the Basin remains unchanged at at 6.000 million cwt. 
The difference between this outlook and the marketing 
year forecast is related to production of early potatoes 
in 2022. Shipments are expected to fall 1.584 million 
cwt short of movement during the 2020-21 marketing 
season.   

Wisconsin: Early season shipments fell by 128,000 cwt, 
to 1.765 million cwt. That left the state’s November 1 
potato inventory at 5.906 million cwt, up 201,000 cwt 
from last year. The forecast of Wisconsin’s crop-year 
shipments was left unchanged at 6.300 million cwt 
compared with 6.163 million cwt for the 2020 crop.  

Red River Valley: Growing operations produced 3.333 
million cwt of potatoes for wash plants this year 
compared to 3.453 million cwt a year ago. By November 
1, wash plants stocks had declined to 2.960 million cwt, 
90,000 cwt more than the year-earlier inventory. 
However, shipments through October 31 fell 210,000 
cwt short of year-earlier movement. The forecast of 
2021-crop shipments remains at 2.900 million cwt.  

Kern County: At 189,000 cwt, October shipments 
exceeded year-earlier movement by 35,000 cwt, a 
22.9% increase from the daily shipping rate in 2020. For 
this reason, the forecast of Kern County’s crop-year 
shipments was increased to 3.200 million cwt, from 
3.100 million cwt. 

Maine: USDA’s November crop estimate puts this year’s 
potato crop at 18.423 million cwt, 4.961 million cwt 
above last year’s drought-reduced production, a 36.9% 
increase. This year’s strong production led to an 
increase in the forecast of Maine’s 2021-crop shipments 
to 1.900 million cwt, up from the October estimate of 
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1.800 million cwt. Shipments are expected to exceed 
movement during the 2020-21 marketing season by 
703,000 cwt, a 59.0% increase.    

Michigan: The  2021-crop fresh potato shipments are 
projected at 2.400 million cwt, up 100,000 cwt from the 
October forecast, and 180,000 cwt more that the state’s 
packers shipped a year ago. The increase in shipments 
was related to USDA’s production estimate and strong 
early season shipments. USDA puts this year’s Michigan 
potato crop at 20.008 million cwt, exceeding 2020 
production by 2.458 million cwt, a 14.0% increase. Fresh 
potato shipments through November 13 are running 
28.3% ahead of year-earlier movement. 

Other areas: All other growing areas are expected to 
ship a total of 15.533 million cwt of potatoes during the 
marketing year, 122,000 cwt less than the previous 
forecast for these areas and 759,000 cwt less than they 
shipped a year ago. Long Island’s expected shipments 
were reduced from 200,000 cwt to 100,000 cwt due to 
weak early season movement. Delaware has finished 
shipping its 2021 crop, with a total of 116,000 cwt, 
down 22,000 cwt from the October estimate.  

Canada: Harvest is all but complete. There are still a few 
growers harvesting chip potatoes in Ontario. Yields on 
this year’s crop have been exceptional in several of the 
eastern provinces. On the other hand, yields in 
Manitoba and Alberta are down significantly, due to the 
challenging growing season. August-October shipments 
are down 5.8% from last year’s record movement. The 
forecast of fresh potato imports from Canada was 
increased to 6.600 million cwt, up 264,000 cwt from 
year-earlier imports, a 4.2% increase. However, fresh 
potato imports from Canada could be more than the 
current estimate if transportation challenges can be 
resolved. Processors are working on moving potatoes 
from the Atlantic Provinces to plants in the Pacific 
Northwest and western Canada. In addition, excess 
table potatoes in the four eastern provinces are likely to 
make their way into eastern US fresh-potato markets.        

Processing sector: The committee also received a 
comprehensive report on the raw product situation in 
the processing sector. Demand for frozen potato 
products is strong. However, labor and transportation 
have been major challenges for processors. Shipping 
costs have more than doubled. Port congestion and 
trucking issues have limited offshore sales. Even with 
the shipping problems, plants in the Columbia Basin, 
Idaho, Manitoba, and Alberta are short on raw product. 
The yields and quality of this year’s crop have been 
reduced significantly by excessive heat throughout the 
growing season. In addition, product recovery rates are 
down approximately 1-2 percentage points.  Processors 
in Idaho and the Columbia Basin have been actively 
purchasing open market potatoes, including Norkotahs 
and Burbank seed potatoes, to fill the supply gap. Fryers 
in Canada have been moving potatoes from New 
Brunswick west to plants in Manitoba. Others are 
working on the logistics to move potatoes from the 
Atlantic Provinces to the Pacific Northwest.  
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AZterknot Fungicide Creates Real Results for Potato Growers 

Potato growers who used AZterknotTM fungicide in its first season saw first-hand how the plant health benefits of 
Reynoutria extract (biofungicide), the disease-fighting power of azoxystrobin and the Allosperse delivery system for 
ease of use and handling made a difference in their operation. 
 
Todd Searle, Agronomy Manager at JK Farms remarked, “AZterknot may really have something unique! After treating 1 
field with AZterknot and Averland® FC, I noticed a visual difference between it and the 3 fields treated at the same time 
with Priaxor® and Agri-Mek®.  The field treated with AZterknot stayed greener, looker healthier, and showed signs of 
less disease.  After harvest we compared yields as well and the field treated with AZterknot out yielded 2 of the 3 fields 
in the comparison group.  It works and may have a great fit.” 

Priaxor + Agri-Mek on the left vs AZterknot 

+ Averland FC on the right. The AZterknot-

treated field stayed greener, had less 

disease and out-yielded the comparison 

fields. 

Why choose AZterknot fungicide? 

• AZterknot harnesses the power of both chemical and biological actives 

• A smart resistance management tool – contains Groups 11 and P5 

• AZterknot provides disease control, plant health benefits and yield enhancement activity 

• Flexible application options – through chemigation or mixed with foliar feeds 

• Biological activity increases yield and quality better than chemistry alone 
 
For more information, including the AZterknot fungicide label, click here.  

Allosperse, AZterknot and Averland are trademarks of Vive Crop Protection. Agri-Mek® is a trademark of Syngenta. Priaxor® is a trademark of BASF.  
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